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Communication sent on 30 November 2007

16. The Special Rapporteur brought to the attention of the Government information she had
received regarding Ms. Jin Meihua, 48 years old, from Hangzhou who was sentenced, on

15 November 2007, to five years of prison for practicing Falun Dafa. She had been arrested

by 17 police officers from Hangzhou City Xiacheng District Police Sub-Bureau on 5 June 2007.
Subsequently, her family members were not allowed to visit her in detention. Furthermore, the
police refused to meet with her lawyer and did not file his complaint. On 18 June 2001,

Ms. Meihua had already been sentenced to 4 yearsin jail because of distributing Falun Dafa
literature.

Response from the Gover nment dated 13 February 2008
[...]

Observations 22. The Special Rapporteur isgrateful for the Government’sresponse. With regard

to the question of “cults’ or “sects’, shewould liketo refer to the chapter on “Religious minorities

and new religious movements’ in her report to the fourth session of the Human Rights Council

(see AIHRC/4/21, paras. 43-47). The Special Rapporteur isvery concerned by the continued violations
of freedom of religion or belief suffered by Falun Gong practitioners (see E/CN.4/2005/61, par as. 37-38;

E/CN.4/2006/5/Add.1, para. 109; A/HRC/4/21/Add.1, para. 88; A/HRC/7/10/Add.1, para. 32).





