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(‘)Tragedy,o a Chinese writer once wrote, 0is the
ripping ot grace into pieces.o

September 27, 1999: Ms. Zhao Jinhua, age 42, was
taken from her farmland to a police station in Zha-
oyuan City, China. She died after suffering ten days of
beating.

May 23, 2000: Mr. Su Gang, age 32, a computer
engineer in Zibo City, China, was forcibly injected
with neurodegenerative chemicals for eight days; he
died eleven days later.

April 18, 2001: The police from Macheng City beat
Ms. Wang Huajun, age 36, until she lost consciousness.
To set up a oself-immolation,6 the police dragged her
to the front of city hall, doused her with gasoline, and
lit a fire. Ms. Wang regained consciousness momen-
tarily and tried to stand up. However, the police stood
around and watched her succumb to the flames.

January 23, 2002: Mr. Zhan Wel, age 32, died from
Internal bleeding caused by punitive force-feeding car-
ried out by the police.

October 15, 2003: The police beat Mr. Lu Xing-
guo, age 45, to death. His body was covered with
blood, his lips were ripped off, and all his teeth were
knocked out.

July 9, 2004: Mr. Tang Jian, age 39, died af-
ter suffering months of torture. His body was
covered with wounds. (See  Bnmrbidmbd+ o°fd 1)
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Top left: On November 20, 2001, in an appeal for the rights of the
Chinese people, thirty-six Falun Gong practitioners from twelve coun-
tries raised a banner reading 0Truth-Benevolence-Forbearanceé and
sat in a meditation pose on Tiananmen Square. They were arrested,
beaten, and deported.

Top right: Falun Gong spread by word of mouth and was practiced by
millions of families in China before the persecution. The photo shows
four generations of one family practicing together in Anshi Village,
Dongliao Town in Jilin Province in May 1998.
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Why the Peérsecution?

After Falun Gong was Introduced to the public In
1992, various levels of the Chinese government recog-
nized and commended the benefits of the Falun Gong
practice, and their support facilitated the spread of Fa-
lun Gong in the early 1990s. In fact, one third of the 60
million Communist Party members and a large number
of high-ranking government officials practiced Falun
Gong.

A few Party ideologues, however, felt affronted by
Falun Gongis increasing popularity. They could not ac-
cept the tact that after more than 40 years of Marxist
Indoctrination so many people would ook elsewhere
for moral and spiritual guidance. From clandestine
undermining In early 1994, (see Vgx sgd Odgrbtsinm+ o fd 6)

In the Longshan Forced Labor Camp, the police shocked
Ms. Gao Rongrongds face with three electric batons con-
tinuously for seven hours, burning her face to a crisp. The
picture was taken ten days after the heinous torture. (See
Faith or Face, page 2)
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January 11, 2005: Mr. Cheng Jingshan, age 64, died from
brain damage resulting from police beating. The police beat
him so severely that his face was disfigured.

These people were among the kindest citizens in their
villages, factories, schools, and neighborhoods. They were
Killed for one reason: refusing to renounce their belief in
Falun Gong.

Their tragedies are only the tip of the iceberg of the Chi-
nese governmentis brutal persecution of Falun Gong. Over
1,500 Falun Gong practitioners are confirmed to have died
from police violence since July 1999. The actual extent of the
atrocities cannot be known due to the authoritiesi blockage of
information.

These people could have stayed alive If they had agreed
to renounce Falun Gong. In fact, that is the ooptiono the
authorities oofttero to Falun Gong practitioners. In the same
way that the pagan rulers two thousand years ago offered the
Christians a choice to conform before martyring them, the
Chinese communist dictators want Falun Gong practitioners
to otransform,0 to sign pledges to give up Falun Gong.

The stakes are so high and the choice Is so 6obvious,0 it Is
no wonder some people cannot comprehend: why not pretend
to give in and practice Falun Gong secretly at home?

One Falun Gong practitioner wrote about her experiences
In a jail: 0The guards ordered the convicts to force me to re-
cite the drules for convicts. | refused to do so, no matter how
they beat me, because | am not a convict. They said | was a
convict, the same as they were, or 1 would not be in jail. | told
them, iNo, | was jailed because | insisted on my conscience;
| can get out easily by renouncing Falun Gong, but none of
you can.io

This simple account depicts the persecution at Its core:
reversing right and wrong, coercing the innocent to bow to
guilt. Why are Falun Gong practitioners so unyielding to the
coercion? Why are they so uncompromising In insisting on
their conscience? If right and wrong can be compromised,
why have right and wrong? If good can cave In to evil,
what will values and principles be based on? Conscience,
the innate knowing of goodness, Is the very essence of hu-
manity. Everything else, even our oinalienable rights,6 can
be forcibly taken away. The alteration of our conscience,
no matter how small, must be consented to from within.
Conscience, thus, defines human nature, and the right to
conscience IS a human beingis most fundamental right.
(See Bnmrbhdmbd+ 0™ fd 3 )
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Ms. Gao Rongrong

n May 7, 2004, two policemen, Tang

Yubao and lJiang Zhaohua, of the
Longshan Labor Camp of Liaoning Province,
handcuffed Ms. Gao Rongrong, a Falun Gong
practitioner, to a heating pipe and proceeded
to shock her face with three electric batons for
seven hours.

Seven hours! What kind of contempt for
humanity could lead to that kind of vicious-
ness? The two policemen had not even met Ms.
Gao before she was sent to the Longshan Labor
Camp. Yet the hate-inciting lies and promises
of impunity from the Chinese government have
driven policemen like these two to degenerate
from men to carry out heinous acts that no man
IS capable of doing.

Seven hours! It hurts even to think how
Ms. Gao endured every excruciating second. If
the most barbaric torture could not change her
belief, the truth that she believes in must be so
very powerful that it is unshakable and unbreak-
able.

All the perpetrators responsible for the
disfigurement are at large right now. However,
when Ms. Gao escaped police surveillance on
October 15, 2004, the Chinese authorities Is-
sued orders to bring her in. Who is the victim?
Who are the criminals? Where Is justice?

What does it say, then, about our humanity
when such crimes are allowed to go on for five
years In China while the myth ot the Chinese
dictatorship moving towards rule of law Is con-
tinuously propagated and accepted?

Taking great risks, Ms. Gao has written and
sent out a letter of appeal. As a result, she was
recaptured by the police on March 5, 2005, and
has since disappeared.






